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Two years teaching English 

in Nicaragua changed one 

Hoosier teacher. See p.13 

 

LinguaPEDIA  
 

Information and dates affecting you 

ñ at your fingertips 

Ʒ  IFLTA Fall Conference, 

Nov. 4-6, Crowne Plaza Hotel,  

Indianapolis 

www.iflta.org/conference 

Ʒ  Central States Conference,  

March 3-5, Indianapolis,  

http://www.csctf.org 

Ʒ  ACTFL Conference  

Nov. 19-21, Hynes Convention 

Center, Boston 

http://www.actfl.org 

Ʒ  Day of the Dead exhibition 

Oct. 8-Nov. 28 

Indianapolis Art Center 

http://indplsartcenter.org/ 
 

PANAMEÑOS ñ Teacher Jill Wo-

erner took a group of middle school 

students to Panama for two weeks. 

Wait é middle schoolers? For two 

weeks? Read the results. PAGE 15  
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http://www.csctf.org
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http://indplsartcenter.org/
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From the Presidentõs Keyboard ... 
Next yearõs IFLTA to be 

at Indy Sheraton Hotel 

with no change in cost  

By Silvana Falconi 

IFLTA President 

 

Moving to a new location in 2011  

I am happy to let you know that we 

are finally moving to a new hotel for 

2011.  

I started in December 2009 to look 

for a nicer place to host the conference. 

Due to lack of availability I was not able 

move the conference for the current 

year to a new location; however, it was 

possible to sign a contract with the 

Sheraton Hotel for the upcoming two 

years!  
In 2011 the conference will take place 

one week earlier on October 27 ð 29, 

and in 2012 it will take place on Novem-

ber 1 ð 3.  Room rates and lunch cost 

will be the same. You will enjoy the con-

ference in a nice, comfortable, profes-

sional and elegant setting. 

 

The Annual IFLTA Conference  

Our annual conference last year 

brought more than 500 of you to Indian-

apolis to attend workshops, sessions and 

special events sponsored by IFLTA and 

by our constituent organizations.  

I look forward to seeing all of you at 

the 42nd Annual IFLTA Conference in 

November at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in 
Indianapolis. Our 1st Vice President Nicci 

Saari and the 2nd Vice President Nancy 

Tilka and the Board of Directors have 

been working hard for months to pro-

vide you with an excellent conference 

that will enrich your professional life. 

This year you will be able to attend 

many exciting sessions and valuable lan-

guage-specific workshops that the presi-

dents of the constituent organizations 

worked hard on over the summer. 

There are two-hour workshops on both 

Friday and Saturday afternoon. This year 

you will be able to visit with your col-

leagues at Fridayõs lunch while enjoying 

the Spanish music. We have excellent 

presenters and a wonderful keynote 

speaker who also will give a workshop.  

The keynote speech has been moved 

to Friday afternoon, and the business 

meeting has been moved to Saturday 
morning. Come early for the Thursday 

evening wine tasting and òmeet and 

greetó time, attend University Night, and 

stay through the very last session on Sat-

urday. In this issue of the newsletter you 

will find more information about the 

conference highlights.  
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IFLTA Conference set for Nov. 4-6 in Indy  
 

2010 IFLTA Conference 

òRace to the Top  

with Languagesó 
When: Nov. 4-6 

Where: Crowne Plaza Hotel Indian-

apolisñAirport  

Register at:  http://www.iflta.org/

conference 

T 
he 2010 IFLTA Conference, òRace to the Top with Lan-

guages,ó will take place November 4-6 at the Crowne 

Plaza Hotel Indianapolis-Airport. The overview below will 

let everyone know what we have planned. We hope to 

have the full conference program on the website http://

www.iflta.org/conference/ by early October, so check there for 

times and full details. 

 

Registration 
To register, complete and mail the registration form at the IFLTA 

website: http://www.iflta.org/conference/. Please mail it with your pay-

ment to the Meeting Connection and remember that IFLTA cannot 

accept purchase orders. 

To reserve a hotel room, use the hotel registration form at http://

www.iflta.org/conference/ and fax or mail it directly to the hotel or 

call the hotel to make a reservation.  

A block of rooms is being held for us until Oct. 15, so reserve early. 

Rates will remain low after Oct. 15 but there is no guarantee that 

rooms will still be available.  

 

Attendance grants 
Grants are available to cover registration and/or hotel expenses at 

the annual IFLTA Conference for pre-service teachers, teachers in the 

first five years of service and/or experienced teachers who are attend-

ing the conference for the first time. Preference is given in each case 

to first-time attendees. For more information and an application form 

go to http://www.iflta.org/grants/index.html. 

By Nicci Saari 

IFLTA Vice President 

http://www.iflta.org/conference
http://www.iflta.org/conference
http://www.iflta.org/conference/
http://www.iflta.org/conference/
http://www.iflta.org/conference/
http://www.iflta.org/conference/
http://www.iflta.org/conference/
http://www.iflta.org/grants/index.html
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S 
pecial 
Events 

"Race to the Top: How Do We Become Part 

of the National Conversation?" 
Friday, Nov. 5, 5:15 to 6:15 p.m., Atrium  

 

Toni Theisen, the 2009 ACTFL 

Teacher of the Year, teaches French at 

Loveland High School in Loveland, Colo., 

where she is also the district world lan-

guages curriculum representative.  She is 

a National Board Certified Teacher with 

a M.A. in foreign language teaching and 

French from the University of Northern 

Colorado and a M. A. in education of 

diverse learners from the University of 

Phoenix. Toni has presented many work-

shops on multiple intelligences, differenti-

ated learning and 21st-century technol-

ogy. She recently chaired the 2009 revi-

sion of the Colorado Standards for 

World Languages and served as the co-

chair for the revision of the National 

Board for Professional Teacher Standards for World Languages. Her hon-

ors include the ACTFL Nelson Brooks Award, The Colorado Governor's 

Award for Excellence in Teaching and the SWCOLT Outstanding 

Teacher Award.  As an ACTFL Executive Board member, Toni served as 

the program chair for the 2004 and 2005 annual conferences. 

 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

Toni Theisen  

A Taste-Trip around the World  
Thursday, Nov. 4, 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m., Heathrow AB 

As conference participants arrive, we will meet and greet each other over a 

glass of wine. Come and taste a variety of international wines and meet new 

colleagues in a relaxed environment. 

 

University Night  
Friday, Nov. 5, 7:15 p.m. to 8:15 p.m., Gallery 

This event provides a chance to see what Indiana colleges and universities 

can offer your students. Stop the brain drain and encourage your students 

to stay in Indiana! Hors dõoeuvres will be served and raffle prizes awarded, 

compliments of the universities.  

 

Exhibit Hall  
Throughout the conference 

New textbooks, updated teaching materials, the latest videos and DVDs, 

some realia, fundraising opportunities, gifts, souvenirs and more can be 

found here. Do not forget the raffle opportunities and great conversations! 

Exhibitors will treat us to coffee during the day and wine on Friday after-

noon. 
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Online Conference 

Resources 
 
Click on links below or type web ad-

dress into a web browser. 
 

Conference website: http://

www.iflta.org/conference/ 
 

Conference attendance grant  

application form: http://

www.iflta.org/grants/index.html  

 

Conference tips:  http://

www.iflta.org/conference/2010%20-%

20conferencetips.pdf 

Workshops 
Pre-Service World Language 

Teachers Workshop 
Thursday, Nov. 4, 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.,  

OõHare AB  

   Led by David Rosenbaum, Crown Point High 

School, Janet Holzer, Eastwood Middle School, 

and Kathy Hollander, Sycamore School, this 

workshop will help connect pre-service world 

language teachers to the profession and to each 

other, and will offer tips on how to have a suc-

cessful student teaching and first-year experi-

ence. Topics covered in the workshop include 

establishing oneself as a professional using games 

to engage students in the learning process and 

tips for managing paperwork, grading and assess-

ment. This is a donõt-miss workshop for anyone 

about to take the first steps into world language 

teaching. Simply check the òPre-Service WL 

Teachers Workshopó option on the conference 

registration form, found at http://www.iflta.org/

conference/. Hors dõoeuvres will be served dur-

ing the workshop. Pre-registration is required. 

 

 

 

 

IN-NELL Swap Shop 
Friday, Nov. 5, 8 to 8:50 a.m., Symposium  

   Join IN-NELL for our annual swap shop! This 

year weõll be mixing some of the old with the 

new.  Come and join us for some teaching tips, 

networking, and door prizes.  IN-NELL will share 

its new addition- an idea sharing blog! All lan-

guage teachers at all levels are welcome. 

 

Toni Thiesen, Keynote Speaker 
Friday, Nov. 5, 1:30 to 3:15 p.m., Symposium  

   Toni Theisen, ACTFL 2009 Teacher of the 

Year, will speak on òUsing 21st Digital Media 

Tools to Encourage Creative and Critical Think-

ing.ó Our 21st century learners need a multi-

sensory and multi-layered learning environment 

that is designed to inspire creativity, synthesis, 

and collaboration, as well as provide opportuni-

ties to analyze, reflect and evaluate. Participants 

will examine Bloom's taxonomy and analyze its 

role in critical thinking strategies, as well as de-

sign activities that apply higher level questioning 

techniques. Finally, participants will experience 

online tools that makes learning come alive for 

our 21st century digital learners with video clips, 

"how to" explanation handouts and discussion.  

Participants will examine such online tools as 

Wikispaces, Vokis, Toondoo, Wordle, Piclits, 

Voicethread, Google Docs, movie programs, cell 

phone polling and many more. 

IFLTA News is always looking for 

content for the newsletter. Submit 

event coverage, world language news, 

conference or program details,  

teaching ideas and more to Matt 

Miller at mmiller@nvc.k12.in.us. 

http://www.iflta.org/conference/
http://www.iflta.org/conference/
http://www.iflta.org/grants/index.html
http://www.iflta.org/grants/index.html
http://www.iflta.org/conference/2010%20-%20conferencetips.pdf
http://www.iflta.org/conference/2010%20-%20conferencetips.pdf
http://www.iflta.org/conference/2010%20-%20conferencetips.pdf
http://www.iflta.org/conference/
http://www.iflta.org/conference/
mailto:mmiller@nvc.k12.in.us?subject=Colleague%20news%20in%20IFLTA%20News
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Language-Specific Workshops 
Friday, November 5, 2010 at 9:00 a.m. - 

11:50 a.m. 

 

French: òParlez Sõil Vous Pla´t- 

Getting the Students to Talk!ó 
Since French is often described by non-

speakers as difficult to pronounce and to under-

stand, the need is to teach and train students 

explicitly in effective pronunciation and listening 

strategies; not just demonstrate them. To do 

this, Dr. Robert Peckham (Tennessee Bob) will 

show how to harness the potential of digital in-

formation tools which have been part of stu-

dents' familiar surroundings for most of their 

lives now.  Concepts for this workshop will in-

clude "mission creep", "tipping points" in hypo-

thetical scenarios, and how to listen with our 

eyes.  Steve Ohlhaut and Dr. Randa Duvick will 

also present on networking with other French 

teachers through activities one can do at school 

and can find online to enhance the classroom 

experience.   

 

German: òLebendes Lesenó 
This active, hands-on experience will offer K 

- 16 instructors of German the opportunity to 

see how Kinder- und Jugendliteratur can come 

alive in their classrooms.  Taking on the role of 

student, teacher, and curriculum developer, par-

ticipants will work with authentic literary works 

appropriate for varied levels of learning.  New 

Kinder Lernen Deutsch materials will be intro-

duced during the session.  All participants are 

expected to interact in the target language. 

 

Spanish: òEl espa¶ol en  

nuestras aulasó 
Las lenguas son elementos vivos y como 

tales evolucionan a través del tiempo. Este taller 

pretende llamar la atención sobre los distintos 

cambios que se están produciendo en la lengua 

española causados por la influencia de la lengua 

inglesa, de la tecnología y las diferencias geográfi-

cas. Se le propondrán a los asistentes una serie 

de actividades prácticas que les permitirán re-

flexionar sobre la lengua que están utilizando en 

el aula con sus alumnos. 

 

 

 

òAportes de la pragm§tica a la 

enseñanza del Español como 

Lengua Extranjeraó 
La pragmática estudia el uso de la lengua 

desde el punto de vista de los usuarios, es decir, 

el uso que los hablantes hacen de la lengua al 

interactuar en la sociedad. Debido a que el dis-

curso varía de acuerdo al contexto (por ejemplo, 

la interacción entre un cliente y un mesero. la 

interacción entre amigos), esta presentación pro-

veerá ejemplos de planes didácticos que llevan al 

desarrollo de la competencia pragmática.  Se 

presentarán diferentes tipos de discurso en la 

lengua y cultura meta. Habrá interacción entre 

los participantes. 

 

 

Workshops 
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Japanese: òJapanese Olympiad 

of Indiana Updates, Changes, 

and Futureó 
The purpose of this workshop is to relate 

changes and updates made to the structure and 

content of the Japanese Olympiad of Indiana as 

per the multi-day workshop held by said steering 

committee in the summer of 2010. This competi-

tion is the major multi-school academic and cul-

tural Japanese event of the year for half or more 

of the schools in Indiana offering Japanese. 

Chinese: òChinese language 

teaching activities/materials 

swap shopó 
This workshop is for all Chinese teachers! 

Don't hesitate and share with us! The workshop 

consists of two parts. The 1st part is a classroom

-activities swap shop. Please print out 25 hand-

outs of your favorite classroom activity  to share 

with us! The second part is textbooks/teaching 

materials sharing. New Chinese language/

teaching materials are out in the market each 

day. We would love to know what's out there. 

Please bring materials with you for sharing. K-12 

Chinese language teachers are welcome! 

Workshops AP tests, courses to change 
The changes are based on three 

modes of communication: interpersonal, 

interpretive and presentational. The cur-

riculum is based around six broad 

themes: global changes, science and 

technology, contemporary life, personal 

and public identities, families and com-

munities, and beauty and aesthetics. For 

each theme, the curriculum also identi-

fies several recommended contexts and 

essential questions. 

Teachers will have to submit new 

syllabi, even if they have an approved 

course. Practice material for students 

will be available next year. Bookmark the 
site and check back often. 

German teachers can contact me for 

more information at angelik-

abecker@hotmail.com 

See you all at the IFLTA Conference 

in November. 

ñ Angelika Becker,  

IFLTA Immediate Past President 

Most AP teacher of French and Ger-

man are already aware of it: The test is 

changing!  

Not next year, fortunately, but dur-

ing the 2011/12 school year we will have 

to prepare our students for the new 

test: The new exam, a new format, new 

challenges, new terminology. We have 

to create new exercises to practice 

higher level thinking skills in the target 

language, interpersonal communication, 

presentational speaking, interpretive 

writing, and interpersonal speaking.  

Seems like a daunting task, doesnõt it? 

Fortunately, we have some time. The 
College Board will offer training and 

summer institutes next summer to help 

teachers prepare.  

Meanwhile, information is available 

on the AP Central Website. Go to 

http://www.host-collegeboard.com/ap/

coursechanges/index.htm 

 

mailto:angelikabecker@hotmail.com
mailto:angelikabecker@hotmail.com
http://www.host-collegeboard.com/ap/coursechanges/index.htm
http://www.host-collegeboard.com/ap/coursechanges/index.htm
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Indiana teacher help needed 

at Central States Conference 
ceptions on Friday evening a success. 

The many professional sessions on Fri-

day and Saturday will provide you with 

new ideas, pedagogical insights, new in-

formation, and conversation 

with your colleagues from 

other states around the coun-

try.  

     Donõt miss this great op-

portunity for professional 

growth right at your doorstep. 

For more information about 

registration, lodging, and pro-

gram information, please got 

the CSC website 
www.csctfl.org 

Please join us and show our col-

leagues that Indianapolis and Hoosier 

hospitality really make CSCTFL the 

òFriendly Conference.ó 

Please mark your calendars: CSC will 

be in downtown Indianapolis on March 3  

to 5, 2011. 

Executive Director Patrick Raven, 

Program Chair Phyllis Farrar, 

the Executive Council and Lo-

cal Arrangement Chairs Ange-

lika Becker and Jill Woerner, 

as well at the leadership of the 

language groups, have worked 

hard and tirelessly to put to-

gether a wonderful program 

for the òFriendly Conference.ó  

In order to make it a suc-

cess, we need you, the Indiana 
world language teachers! We need you 

to attend the wonderful immersion 

workshops that the different language 

organizations are planning for Thursday. 

Your presence will make the various re-

 

IN-NELL Swap 

Shop goes green 

This yearõs IN-NELL swap 

shop is going green! 
Please send a Word document 

to Julie Canady, IN-NELL presi-
dent, juliecanady@hotmail.com, 

by Oct. 15. Be sure to join us 
for networking, teaching tips, 

door prizes and good times at 
our annual swap shop at IFLTA 

on Friday, Nov. 4. We are al-
ways looking for òfeatured 

teachersó to share their exper-
tise! IN-NELLõs 2010 Teacher of 
the Year, Pendleton Heights 

Middle School Spanish teacher 
Jill Woerner, will be recognized 

too! 
Mark your calendars! 

Central State 

Conference on 

the Teaching of 

Foreign  

Languages 
 

March 3-5, 2011 
 

Indianapolis 

http://www.csctfl.org
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Itõs hard to believe that before the re-

forms of then president Ramón Villeda 

Morales in the late 1950s, the Central 

American country of Honduras lacked a 

national education system.  Then, the 

wealthiest Honduran citizens could af-

ford to send their children to private 

schools, but the poverty-stricken masses 

had no public way to educate their chil-

dren.  In 1957, constitutional reforms 

provided for a free primary education 

for every child between the ages of 

seven and 14.  But, to this day, this 

promise has largely remained unfulfilled.  

Only an estimated 43 percent of Hondu-
ran students complete more than the 

very first few years of schooling, mainly 

due to a lack of school buildings and 

largely outdated teaching materials.  Ad-

ditionally, many schools are over-

crowded and understaffed with poorly 

trained, underpaid teachers . 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14  

Educators share with Cent. Amer. teachers 

Lindsay Alessandrini of Zionsville Community High School visits the kindergarten 

building her students raised money to build in Quiscamote, Honduras. Before, chil-

dren studied in a small, unlit shed. Approximately $10,000 was raised by students to 

complete the project. 
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The University of Evansville hosted 

its third International Education Week 

celebration Nov. 16-20, 2009.   

The theme, òChange Your World,ó 

showcased the accomplishments of UEõs 

students, staff and faculty members who 

seek to change their world through their 

experiences and accomplishments in in-

ternational education and exchange.  

The week-long celebration received 

coverage from FOX news local affiliate, 

NPR radio station WNIN, the Evansville 

Courier and Press, UE radio station 

WUEV and the UE Crescent magazine.    

 The week began with the keynote 
address delivered by Dr. Christy Djock-

oua Manyaka Toko, from the University 

of Yaoundé, Cameroon.  Her visit was 

supported by funding from the Multicul-

tural Colleagues Invitational Lecture Se-

ries, which is sponsored by the Institute 

for Global Enterprise in Indiana.    

Dr. Djockoua delivered an out-

standing lecture, òInternational Educa-

tion and the Bridging of Cultures: The 

Cameroon Experience,ó which was a 

perfect fit with the objectives of Interna-

tional Education Week.  The following 

day UE students delivered presentations 

regarding their recent scholarly activities 

related to their international education 

experiences. Another highly attended 

event was òLanguage Dayó where  UE 

students and faculty offered 30-minute 

mini-language and culture lessons in lan-

guages as diverse as Wolof, Abo, Manda-

rin, Persian, Uyghur, Arabic, Korean, 
Tagalog, Serbian, Catalán in addition to 

Japanese, Russian, German, French and 

Spanish. Other events during the week 

included a study abroad fair, a Global 

Jeopardy Game and a Fulbright Panel  

 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15  

UE hosts International Education Week  

International students from 

the UE  Intensive English 

Center greet guests as they 

arrive for the keynote ad-

dress.  (Photo: John R. Mohn)  
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Many people believe that El Día de los Muertos (Spanish for 

òthe Day of the Deadó) is a mournful commemoration when, 

in reality, that is far from the truth.  The Day of the Dead in 

Mexico is a happy and colorful celebration where death takes a 

lively, friendly expression.   

Even today, in rural Mexico, people visit the cemetery 

where their loved ones are buried. They decorate gravesites 

with marigold flowers, candles, religious images, personal ob-

jects, pictures, and even food.  They sit on picnic blankets by 

gravesites and eat the favorite food of their loved ones, and 

play or listen to their favorite music. Nowadays, it is common 

to see families build altars in their homes, dedicating them to 

their dead loved ones.  They surround these altars with flow-

ers, food and pictures.  They light candles and place them next 

to the altar.   
The Indianapolis Art Center (IAC) is running a òDia de los 

Muertosó exhibition, where altars created by various partici-

pants are on display. 

When we at the Our Lady of Mount Carmel School 

(OLMC) Spanish class saw the opportunity to participate in this 

celebration at the IAC, we immediately embarked on the task 

of finding out everything we could about this tradition.   

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19  

Students remember coach in exhibition 
Spanish 

students 

from Our 

Lady of 

Mount 

Carmel 

School cre-

ated a Día 

de los Muer-

tos altar at 

an exhibi-

tion at the 

Indianapolis 

Art Center 

to honor a 
beloved 

coach who 

died. 
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The Brownsburg Community School 

Corporation (BCSC) continues to de-

velop opportunities to expand the global 

experiences of its students.  

BCSC hosted students and teachers 

from Taiwan and mainland China in the 

past few months. 

In May, 10 students and two adminis-

trators from Mailiao High School in Tai-

wan spent a whirlwind two weeks in 

Brownsburg as the first step in a global 

education partnership between the two 

schools. Students stayed with host fami-

lies, spent time in BHS classrooms and 

were immersed in traditional American 
activities including prom.   

In June, nine BCSC representatives, 

including staff, students and parents, 

spent 10 days in China visiting another 

partner school district in Shenzhen. Six 

BCSC middle school teachers ñ Sarah 

McNamara, Julie Williams, Kyla Reineke, 

Maria McGill, Chasten Baer, and Eliza-

beth Klinge ñ then spent two weeks 

teaching in the Shenzhen Foreign Lan-

guage School.   

As part of a 15-day cross-country 

tour of America in August, 33 Shenzhen 

students and four of their teachers made 

a brief stop in Brownsburg. They also 

stayed with host families and met with 

BHS student leaders. They added Indiana 

University to the list of other American 

universities they saw on their trip: 

Berkeley, Stanford, MIT, Yale, Princeton 

and Harvard.  Additional exchanges be-

tween staff, students and parents are 

being planned with both Mailiao and 
Shenzhen.  

BCSC was designated a Confucius 

Classroom last year, which provides per-

sonnel and resources to support Chi-

nese language instruction and culture. 

 

ð Donna Petraits, BCSC Director of 

Communications 

East meets West at BCSC 
 

Valparaiso prof  

receives French 

culture award 

Valparaiso University professor 

Dr. Randa J. Duvick was honored as 

a Chevalier with the l'Ordre de 

Palmes Academiques from France 

this past April.   

The award is given to those who 

have made contributions to and pro-

moted the French culture.  Dr. Du-

vick is department head of Foreign 

Languages at Valparaiso University.  

She is also ending her term as region 

representative for the American As-

sociation of Teachers of French, 

where she has served as representa-

tive for eight chapters within the 
Midwest for the last eight years.   

She was honored as 2003 AATF's 

Teacher of the Year for the  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21  



NEWS Online  S P R I N G   2 0 1 0 

W W W . I F L T A . O R G  

IFLTA Conference Website: www.iflta.org/conference                                                                                                                Page 13  

 

Journal entry: June 7, 2009  

Girls screaming, students hopping up 

on desksé 

My counterpart Dora, who I co-

teach high school English with, had to 

confiscate from a student an 8ó long rub-

ber lizard, gray with black strips,  buggy 

eyes, and complete with a leash made 

from dried banana leaves.  

I couldnõt help but laugh.  

Only in Nicaragua could a student 

really spook other kids with a rubber 

lizard, because it isnõt out of the ordinary 

to have reptiles, amphibians, dogs, chick-

ens, livestock, horses and pigs roaming 
around the school yard, or IN the class-

room.  Last Wednesday there were five 

horses grazing in front of the school, and 

Thursday two cows munching merrily on 

some foliage outside our classroom win-

dow as a big olõ pig knocked a whole line 

of bicycles over with a monumental 

Teacher recalls Peace Corps experience 
CRASH! It makes one want to start sing-

ing Old McDonald. Completely ridicu-

lous.  

Thereõs no place like class 

at the instituto with so many 

other outside distractions be-

yond our control it's a miracle 

that we actually get some 

teaching accomplished! 

To teach in classrooms 

with up to 45-plus students, 

no resources, no textbook, no 

photocopier, farm animals 

causing distractions outside, 

chickens and stray dogs waltz-
ing around your studentsõ 

feet,  speaking only in the tar-

get language all while students 

scare each other with rubber 

lizards definitely makes one 

patient, creative and resourceful!   

My site was Altagracia, Isla de 

Ometepe, Nicaragua.  My official "title" 

for my Peace Corps service was "TEFL 

Teacher Trainer.ó Sounds impressive, 

right?  For me, this role en-

tailed co-planning and co-

teaching English with three 

Nicaraguan English Teachers 

in two public high schools 

while trying to plan and con-

duct teacher workshops with 

our English teacher network 

to improve English instruction, 

organize and write (invent) a 

curriculum from scratch for 

an English community class, 
and work at a rehab center 

for street boys teaching Eng-

lish conversation as well as 

other enrichment activities. 

In Nicaragua, for most educa-

tion is not a priority. Students attend 

school for something to do. A few really 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23  

 

òTo teach in 

classrooms with 

45-plus students, 

no resources, no 

textbook, no 

photo copier, 

farm animals 

causing  

distractions é 

makes one  

patient, creative 

and resourceful!ó 
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they are able to achieve, even though 

they have limited resources and large, 

diverse classes.  Many times, the brigade 

teachers identify an area of grave con-

cern in their individual work with their       

   Honduran counterparts 

and bring these issues home 

to continue their work by 

fundraising and involving 

their Indiana students and 

parents.   

   Some examples of pro-

jects completed at home by 

HETO teachers are: creating 

interactive games to help 
students learn English, col-

lecting musical instruments, 

fundraising to build a mod-

ern restroom at one school, 

and fundraising to build a 

new kindergarten building at a school 

that used to house their kindergarten 

students in an old storage shed. 

In addition to teaching brigades, HETO 

has begun offering more specialized bri-

gades to Indiana teacher groups who are 

interested in partnering with a specific 

Honduran school to help that school 

meet its high-priority needs 

(construction projects, curriculum devel-

opment, etc.)   

The latest of this type of brigade 

brought Indianapolis area teachers to 

Honduras to overhaul the San Matías 

school outside of Tegucigalpa by fixing 

cracks and holes in the classroom walls 

(caused by hurricane damage), painting 

the entire school, providing new equip-

ment and supplies, and creating a new 

kindergarten space. 

HETO is always looking for dynamic 
teachers of all subject areas to join us in 

our work!  Please contact IFLTA mem-

ber Lindsay Alessandrini 

(lalessandrini@zcs.k12.in.us) for more 

information on how you can get in-

volved! 

ñ Lindsay Alessandrini 

Zionsville Community High School 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9  

Heart in Education Teacher Outreach 

(HETO), an Indiana non-profit organiza-

tion, is working to change the outlook 

for 11 Honduran schools by providing 

Honduran teachers and ad-

ministrators with material 

and intellectual support.   

HETOõs main avenue for 

helping the Honduran 

schools is its week-long edu-

cational brigades, which 

bring Indiana teachers to the 

schools to serve as mentors, 

teachers, and partners to 
the Honduran teachers.   

While on the brigades, 

teachers share lessons with 

Honduran students 

(modeling the latest educa-

tional practices for Honduran educators) 

and bring critically needed supplies for 

the classrooms.  The Indiana teachers 

also work with the Honduran teachers 

to gain a perspective on the challenges 

they confront and the successes that 

 

Heart in  

Education  

Teacher  

Outreach  

 

http://

www.heartin  

education.org/  

IFLTA Conference / Nov. 4-6 

Crowne Plaza Hotel Indianapolis-

Airport  

mailto:lalessandrini@zcs.k12.in.us
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10  

discussion.  International House hosted 

an evening of Poetry Reading where 

those in attendance recited poetry in 

their native languages.   

International Education Week con-

cluded on Friday with the 23rd Annual 

International Bazaar sponsored by the 

University of Evansville International 

Club.   Again this year, the visual focal 

point of the weekõs celebration was the 

10 x 13 foot map which students, faculty, 

staff, administrators and campus visitors 

signed, indicating where they had lived, 

worked or studied abroad.   
òIt was exciting for us to see the en-

tire university community- students, 

staff, administrators and faculty - and the 

Evansville community actively participat-

ing at the different events throughout 

the weekó, said co-chairs Ann Baker, 

Assistant Professor of Spanish and Bar-

bara Pieroni, Assistant Director of Study 

Abroad.  òThe presenters throughout 

the week truly demonstrated how their 

international education experiences have 

changed their world.ó  

There are 173 full-time international 

students on UEõs campus this year, rep-

resenting 47 countries. Approximately 

300 UE undergraduate students are ex-

pected to study abroad in 2009-2010, in 
more than 20 countries. 

ñ Ann Baker, University of Evansville 

I got to work with the students 

every day on a service project at a local 

elementary school. We installed and 

painted equipment on their pre-school 

playground. The local volunteers who 

helped set up our project organized af-

ternoon Spanish lessons, craft activities, 

an excursion to see square trees and our 

farewell banquet.  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18  

Most people thought I was coura-

geous or just plain crazy signing up to 

take middle school students to Panama 

for two weeks.  

Wow ð what an experience! I had a 

blast and so did the kids!  

All of the students and I lived with 

our own host families smack dab in the 

center of Panama.  

No, really. The monument marking 

the center of the country was a three 

minute walk from my host home.  

All of our host families were warm 

and welcoming and truly cherished the 

time they had with my students. Did I 
mention that they didnõt speak any Eng-

lish?  

They took my students to the see 

the Pacific Ocean, took them shopping, 

showed them how to hand-wash their 

laundry, read childrenõs story books with 

them in Spanish and so much more.  

Middle school trip to Panama: ôa blastõ 
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Hosted by Confucius Institute and co

-sponsored by ICLASS, the annual two-

day teacherõs workshop was held on 

Sept. 23.  

This workshop was mainly oriented 

towards those newly-arrived Chinese 

instructors who lack adequate knowl-

edge of educational system in the U.S.  

After careful planning, Confucius Insti-

tute invited some experienced teachers 

and specialists to give lectures covering 

four topics, namely American education, 

classroom management, lesson plans and 

activities as well as technology-enhanced 

teaching.  
Enrollment doubled from last year 

with 48 teachers coming from nearby 

cities and even Ohio, North Carolina, 

Minnesota. They all gave positive re-

marks on the workshop. 

ñ Noah Buonanno,  

Confucius Institute, Indianapolis 

Chinese teachers connect at meeting 
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State DOE hires new World Languages Specialist 

An introduction from Adam Jones, 

Indianaõs new World Languages Spe-

cialist: 

òA native Hoosier, I attended Indi-

ana University where I studied English, 

political science, and Spanish. After 

hearing a presentation on the Achieve-

ment Gap, I became committed to im-

proving educational opportunities for 

America's children. In particular, I 

wanted to serve in Indianapolis. I 

joined Teach For 

America in 2008 and 

taught English and 

Spanish at Arsenal 

Technical High School. 

I currently work at the 

Indiana Department of 

Education as an English 

Language Arts Special-

ist and as the World Languages Spe-

cialist.ó 

AATG hosts immersion evening, reception 
In January this year American Asso-

ciation of Teachers of German Indiana 

organized an immersion evening titled 

òDie Zukunft Sichern- Building Support 

for German Programs ð an Economic 

Approach.ó The 25 participants from 

around the state heard a very interesting 

presentation by Andreas Weber of the 

Swiss Honorary Consul about the eco-

nomic investments presently being made 

in Indiana. In addition to this, there was a 

panel discussion with representatives 

from the business world who shared 

ideas about how we as educators can 

take advantage of this upsurge in invest-
ment by German-speaking businesses 

and branch out beyond the classroom 

and make contact with these companies.  

Another important AATG event was 

the awards reception in May at IUPUI 

for Indiana students who had scored at 

or above the 90th percentile in the Na-

tional German Exam. Of the 1,072 stu-

dents from 22 schools who had partici-

pated in the National Exam this year, 93 

students scored at the 90th percentile 

and 42 scored at the 95th percentile or 

higher.  Students, their teachers and 

families attended the reception.  

We now look forward to two excit-

ing events, IFLTA in November and CSC 

in March 2011.   

 

ñ Beth Moller-Tank, President,  

American Association of Teachers  

of German, Indiana Chapter 
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After a tearful farewell from the 

families, my students and I embarked on 

our final journey and saw both the mod-

ern capital, Panama City, and an indige-

nous village without electricity. What an 

adventure!  

Now, I canõt say that I didnõt hear my 

share of roosters crowing at 4 a.m. or 

get an incredible number of insect bites, 

but looking back, I wouldnõt have traded 

the experience that my students and I 

shared for the world.  

My students are practicing their 

Spanish with each other and their peers 
who didnõt travel and sharing things 

about Panamanian culture both in and 

out of class.  

This experience changed our lives 

for the better! 

ñ Jill Woerner, Spanish teacher,  

Pendleton Heights Middle School 


