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IFLTA News readers ñ Welcome to 

the digital age. 

Our newsletter has gone online and 

will be accessible to hundreds and hun-

dreds of Indiana world language educa-

tors and virtually anyone the world over. 

By going online, weõve given ourselves 

more space to print articles and photos. 

We can print full-color photos virtually 

as big as weõd like. And you can print as 

many copies of specific articles as youõd 

like ñ or, if youõre a technophile, you 

could save it to your computer without 

the need for a print copy. 

This version of the newsletter gives 
you greater connectivity to Indiana 

world language resources (i.e. e-mail ad-

dresses, web links). Simply click on the 

blue hyperlinks and youõll be taken to 

the appropriate software program. No 

more writing down information and 

transferring it to the computer later. 

Pretty techno-savvy, huh? 

Pretty fitting, too, considering our con-

ference theme this year: òWorld Lan-

guages: Connect to the Future.ó 
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From the Presidentõs Keyboard ... 
Technology abounds  

in IFLTA newsletter,  

at IFLTA fall conference  

Dear Colleagues! 

 

Donõt the summers get shorter 

every year? There are so many things we 

want to do, such as lesson planning, tak-

ing students to far away lands, writing 

letters, and catching up on sleep. But  

before you know it, August is here and 

schools starts. I also moved this sum-

mer, a house and a classroom, and nei-

ther one is completely unpacked as of 

right now! 

I am sure all of you are busy teaching 

and trying to make sense of the new 

texts you adopted last spring, many of 
which come with a lot of new technol-

ogy. It can get overwhelming at times 

and we tend to go back to our old but 

proven and familiar activities instead of 

taking on the Internet and experimenting 

with DVDs and CDs, projectors and 

SmartBoards. 

But wait, there is a light at the end of 

the tunnel. Help is in sight: The IFLTA 

Fall Conferenceõs main topic this year is 

technology . Your board of directors 

and the presidents of the constituent 

organizations worked hard over the 

summer and made sure that there are 

many exciting sessions and valuable lan-

guage specific workshops. Our new Sat-

urday workshop will help old pros as 
well as new teachers with techno-

phobia. Be sure to look for the confer-

ence information in this edition of your 

IFLTA newsletter. 

Since you are reading this online, you 

must have noticed that IFLTA made the 

leap into the 21st Century and now pub-

lishes the newsletter electronically. High 

costs and time constraints led to the 

change. We hope that you, our mem-

bers, are pleased with the change and we 

would like to hear your feedback. Please 

contact me at angelikabecker 

@hotmail.com with any comments and/

or constructive criticism. 

I donõt want to keep you any longer 

from exploring the latest IFLTA news. 

Happy reading! We are looking forward 

to seeing you in November at the con-

ference. Please stop by and say Hello, 

Guten Tag, Hola, Bon Jour, Konnichiwa, 

Salve é 
 

Angelika Becker  
President  

IFLTA, 2007 - 2009 

 

mailto:angelikabecker@hotmail.com
mailto:angelikabecker@hotmail.com
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IFLTA Fall Conference to focus on future 
Event -packed schedule 

includes teaching ideas, 

Sat. technology session  

By Silvana Falconi  

IFLTA Vice President  

 

The 2008 IFLTA Conference òWorld 

Languages: Connect to the Futureó will 

take place Nov. 6-8 at the Holiday Inn 

Select Airport Indianapolis Hotel. The 

overview below will let everyone know 

what we have planned. 

We hope to have the full conference 

program on the website http://

www.iflta.org/conference/ by the end of 

September, so check there later for 

times and full details. A downloadable 

conference registration form and many 
other fall conference resources are also 

available at the site. 

Opening General Session 

Keynote Speaker  

Dennie Hoopingarner, òBest Practices in 

Using Technology to Support Language 

Teaching and Learn-

ingó, Friday, Nov. 7, 

at 8:30 a.m., Atrium  

Dennie Hoopin-

garner is a well-

known and re-

spected scholar in 

the field of Com-

puter Assisted Lan-

guage Learning 

(CALL). He is espe-

cially interested in 

courseware design 
and development 

and has used many different develop-

ment tools throughout his career includ-

ing: Toolbook, Visual Basic, Hypercard, 

Director, Metacard, and Flash. 

Mr. Hoopingarner graduated from 

Michigan State University with a Ph.D. in 

Linguistics in Second Language Acquisi-

tion and has been able to combine his 

interest in CALL with his research. Cur-

rently he is the Director of the Language 

Learning Center and the Associate Di-

rector of Technology Implementation at 

the Center for Language Education and 

Research (CLEAR), both at Michigan 

State University. He is the author of sev-

eral publications in recognized journals 

and has delivered many presentations 

 

2008 IFLTA Conference 

òWorld Languages:  

Connect to the Futureó 
When: Nov. 6-8 

Where: Holiday Inn Select Airport 

Indianapolis Hotel 

Regster at:  www.iflta.org/

conference 

Dennie Hoopingarner  

Opening Session  

Keynote Speaker  

http://www.iflta.org/conference/
http://www.iflta.org/conference/
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and workshops at national and interna-

tional conferences. 

In his current projects, he uses Flash 

and Dreamweaver on the client side, and 

PHP/mySQL on the server side. He is 

also working on some innovative applica-

tions of web-based software for language 

learning. 

His extensive experience has provided 

him with a broad perspective on the 

best practices in the use of technology in 

language teaching and learning 

 

Call for Presiders 

Every session will need a presider, 

who introduces the speaker, assists as 

needed and distributes and collects ses-

sion evaluation sheets. 

If you are willing to serve as a presider 

for a session, check the preliminary pro-

gram at http://www.iflta.org/conference/ 

and please contact Silvana Falconi 

(sfalconi@indiana.edu) to volunteer. Be 

sure to indicate your preference for 

times and language. She will get back to 

you with details. 

Registration 

To register, complete and mail the reg-

istration form at the website http://

www.iflta.org/conference/. Please mail it 

with your payment to the Meeting Con-

nection and remember that IFLTA can-

not accept purchase orders. 

To reserve a hotel room, use the hotel 

registration form at the website and fax 

or mail it directly to the hotel or call the 

hotel to make a reservation. 

A block of rooms is being held for us 

until October 16, so reserve early. Rates 

remain low after October 16 http://

www.iflta.org/conference/, but there is 

no guarantee that rooms will still be 

available.  

 

Attendance Grants for New Teachers 

Grants are available to cover registra-

tion and/or hotel expenses at the annual 

IFLTA Conference for pre-service teach-

ers, teachers in the first five years of ser-

vice and/or experienced teachers who 

are attending the conference for the first 

time. Preference is given in each case to 

first-time attendees. For more informa-

tion and an application form go to http://

www.iflta.org/grants&scholarships/ 

 

Special Events 

Beginning World Language  

Teachers Workshop 

(Thursday, Nov. 6, 6 to 9:30 p.m.) 

Adriana Melnyk, World Language Spe-

cialist for the Indiana Department of 

Education, and her team will again host 

this informative and popular workshop 

for new and pre-service teachers. 

Simply check the òNew Teacher 

Workshopó option on the conference 

registration form, found at http://

www.iflta.org/conference/. A light supper 

will be served during the workshop.  

A Taste-Trip Around the World  

(Thursday, Nov. 6, 7:30 p.m.) 

As conference participants arrive, we 

will meet and greet each other over a 

glass of wine. Come and taste a variety 

of international wines and meet new col-

leagues in a relaxed environment. 

 

http://www.iflta.org/conference/
mailto:sfalconi@indiana.edu
http://www.iflta.org/conference/
http://www.iflta.org/conference/
http://www.iflta.org/conference/
http://www.iflta.org/conference/
http://www.iflta.org/conference/
http://www.iflta.org/conference/
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Exhibit Hall  

(Throughout the conference) 

New textbooks, updated teaching ma-

terials, the latest videos and DVDs, 

some realia, fundraising opportunities, 

gifts, souvenirs and more can be found 

here. 

Do not forget the raffle opportunities 

and great conversations! Exhibitors will 

treat us to coffee during the day and 

wine and cheese on Friday afternoon. 

Language-Specific Workshops 

(Friday, Nov. 7, 9:30 a.m.) 

French:  

òBuilding Support for French through Ex-
change Programs/Business Partnershipsó 

òFocus on Francophone Africa: Congoó 

German:  

òDiversity in Germany, Diversity in the 

German Classroomó 

Spanish:  

ò Estrategias para incentivar relaciones 

con la comunidad latinaó  

òLa comunidad Latina actual en Indianaó 

Japanese: 

òUsing Drama in Foreign Language 

Teachingó 

Chinese: 

òInput and Interaction in Chinese Class-

room Teachingó 

Classics: 

òThe Future of Advanced Latinó 

University Night  

(Friday, Nov. 7, 6 p.m.) 

This event provides a chance to see 

what Indiana colleges and universities 

can offer your students. Stop the brain 

drain and encourage your students to 

stay in Indiana! Hors dõoeuvres will be 

served and raffle prizes awarded, compli-

ments of the universities.  

INN -Nell Swapshop 

(Saturday, Nov. 8, 9 a.m.) 

Bring 75 copies of your favorite activ-

ity, and you will leave with a multitude of 

activities to take back to your class-

room. 

 

Technology Workshop  

(Saturday, Nov. 8, 9 a.m.) 

 òUsing Rich Internet Applications in 

your Classroom.ó  

The tools to be discussed are free and 

incorporate cutting-edge technology for 

audio recording and playback, and Web 

2.0 functionality for new language teach-

ing pedagogies. This is a three-hour 

workshop.  

NOTE: In order to maximize the 

benefit of this workshop, participants 

need to bring a notebook computer with 

batteries.  

 

Online Conference 

Resources 
 

Click on links below or type web address 

into a web browser. 
 

Conference website: http://www.iflta.org/

conference/ 
 

Conference registration form: http://

www.iflta.org/conference/08%20-

conferenceregistrationformv.5.13.pdf 
 

Hotel registration form:  http://

www.iflta.org/conference/08%20-

hotelregistrationform.pdf 
 

Conference tips:  http://www.iflta.org/

conference/08%20-tips.pdf 

 

Files available in MS Word and PDF formats. 

http://www.iflta.org/conference/
http://www.iflta.org/conference/
http://www.iflta.org/conference/08%20-conferenceregistrationformv.5.13.pdf
http://www.iflta.org/conference/08%20-conferenceregistrationformv.5.13.pdf
http://www.iflta.org/conference/08%20-conferenceregistrationformv.5.13.pdf
http://www.iflta.org/conference/08%20-hotelregistrationform.pdf
http://www.iflta.org/conference/08%20-hotelregistrationform.pdf
http://www.iflta.org/conference/08%20-hotelregistrationform.pdf
Online%20Conference
Online%20Conference
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Incorporating humor in language classes 
Instructors at ISU prep 

knee-slapping lessons 

for languages month  

Who canõt remember a class with stu-

dents snickering and an annoyed teacher 

demanding, òWhatõs so funny?ó 

This time it will be the teachers leading 

the way and helping students to under-

stand cross-cultural humor. The 100-

level instructors in the Department of 

Languages, Literatures, and Linguistics at 

ISU participated in the American Council 

on the Teaching of Foreign Lan-

guagesõ (ACTFL) February Foreign Lan-

guages Month during the week of Feb. 

18-22.  During that week comic strips in 

various languages appeared in the hall-

ways of Root Hall, with the theme, 
òHUMOR in Foreign Languagesñ You 

have to know it to get it.ó On Feb. 20, 

Jennifer Chrisman, a junior French teaching major at Indiana State University, gets help from Spanish instructor Eliza-
beth Juarez-Cummings deciphering an Argentinean comic strip named for its famous star, Mafalda. 


