
NOTE:   Arrangements are in 
process to add additional 
presenters. Please check the 
web site for updates. 

MISSION 
STATEMENT 
The mission of the National FLES Institute of Texas (NFIT) is 
to provide teachers and administrators with the skills, 
knowledge and hands-on activities needed for successful 
FLES programs.  The NFIT has witnessed remarkable growth 
since its beginning, from only 9 participants in 1994 to an 
average of 40 in recent years. The 4 1/2 day intensive FLES 
Institute provides educators  with: 
 
!  emphasis on hands-on activities 
!  share classroom-proven activities that promote 

student success 
!  presentation on current software for FLES  
!  the basis for planning a successful FLES program 
!  applications of FLES activities through the  use 

of computers and small group instruction 
!  Òmake and takeÓ production of teachers materials, 

and many other exciting activities sharing and 
networking with other FLES participants 

!  an introduction to assessment and research 
!  technology  
!  an overview of FLES methodology 
!  half or full day Crafts workshop (Spanish / 

French) 
!  discuss current topics that impact all foreign 

language teachers and classrooms 
 

Cost 
WORKSHOP: $500 postmarked before May 1, 2008 (includes 
              lunch and  materials) 
          $525 postmarked after May 1, 2008 (includes  
                             lunch and  materials) 
ROOM AND BOARD:  $75 per night at The Hockaday School     
  (3 meals included) 
 
 

http://home.Hockaday.org/FLES 
 

 
  
 

 

 
 
TENTATIVE DAILY SCHEDULE 
  9:00-12:00 FLES Methods! Overview of successful  

approaches.  Ways of enhancing   
communicative competence, engaging 
students of  different abilities, creating 
learner-centered student-friendly 
activities, and creating content-based 
activities.    

12:00-  1:00 Lunch in the target language 
  1:00-  4:00 Methods, including a Share-Fair 
  4:00-  5:00 Practicum; individual assistance; Make 

and Take sessions; Swap Shop; Computer 
soft-ware and applications. 

 
NOTE: Workshop will run Monday, June 23rd at  
8:45 am through Friday, June 27th at 2:00 pm 
 

In addition to guest speakers, escorted visits to the 
Meadows Museum and Dallas Museum of Art and a 
PublisherÕs Exhibition are among other activities. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

WANT  MORE  INFORMATION? 
Call or write to: 
Marcela Gerber 

The Hockaday School 
11600 Welch Rd. 

Dallas, TX 75229-2999 
(214)360-6484 (work) 
(972)701-0130 (home) 
FAX (214)750-1549 

Marcela.gerber@sbcglobal.net 
http://home.Hockaday.org/FLES 

 
 

 
 

PRESENTERS 
 

Marcela Matienzo Gerber is a native of Buenos Aires, Argentina.  
Although she has taught at all levels, the last 27 years at Hockaday have been 
spent teaching Spanish at the elementary level.  She has been a Foreign 
Language/ESL Consultant for the National Textbook Co., now McGraw-Hill  She 
has presented several workshops throughout the state and nationwide on 
successful ideas and activities for teaching foreign language.  She is an active 
member of AATSP, ACTFL,ISAS, SWCOLT, and TFLA.  She is an AATSP 
National FLES Committee Member.  She is a tireless presenter in conferences 
on all FLES topics. Marcela is the founder of the National FLES  Institute of 
Texas.  Marcela served as the Series Consultant for the 2005 edition of the Viva 
el espa–ol program published by The Wright Group/McGraw-Hill. She is also the 
co-author of the Oral Language Builders, Wright Group-2007. 

 

Dr. Patricia Davis-Wiley, Professor and Chair, World Languages and 
ESL Education, Theory and Practice in Teacher Education, at The University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville holds a B.A. and an M.A. in French from the University of 
California and a M.Ed. and an Ed.D. from the University of Houston. A  former 
high school French and Spanish teacher, she taught at Baylor University  and 
the University of Houston.  She has published in numerous  journals including 
International Education, Classic Outlook, the Peabody Journal of Education, and 
Media and Methods. In the mid-80s Pattie was a  scriptwriter, musical composer 
and major actor in the video-taped series, Bonjour, a TV series for children, 
which airs on public television     nationwide. Over the years,  she has been an  
enthusiastic keynoter at many professional organizations and a  presenter at the 
National FLES  Institute of Texas  every year since 1996. 
 

Patti Lozano, writer, composer & music teacher, she has created and 
published songbooks focusing on teaching foreign language through music. She 
has taught in both the elemenatry and middle school,  and was named 
Outstanding Young Educator in 1991.  She recorded a 5 year elementary 
Spanish video series for television, and has developed curriculum around 
original pedagogical songs and traditional folk music.     
 
 

Agn•s Starfield: Born in France, she grew up in Paris and graduated 
from the Sorbonne University in 1982 with a major in English. She received her 
teaching degree in 1984 from the Ecole Normale de Cergy-Pontoise.  She 
specialized in Early Childhood Education, and became a certified teacher in the 
French public school system (Education Nationale). After teaching near Paris for 
3 years, she taught French at the Washington International School for 8 years in 
Washington D.C..  In 1997 she began teaching at the Hockaday Lower School in 
Dallas, Texas and has developed a strong French program.   She is a regular 
attendee at workshops throughout the country, and has presented at AATF, 
TFLA, ISAS and ACTFL conferences. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       National FLES Institute of Texas 
The Hockaday School, Dallas       June 23 Ð June 27, 2008 

LIMITED ENROLLMENT 
REGISTER EARLY 

 

A limited number of partial scholarships for Texas 
residents will be available. 

Applications available upon request. 
Contact Marcela Gerber. (see address below) 
or visit us at http://home.Hockaday.org/FLES 

FLES:   
Foreign Language 

In the Elementary School 
(K-8) 



COMMENTS FROM 

ATTENDEES OF THE 

FLES  
INSTITUTE 

 
Ò...10 times more than I thought I would get. Great group 
dynamics, wonderful presenters...." S.B. Fort Worth Country 
Day, Fort Worth, TX 
 
"...This workshop was one of the best I have ever attended. 
The organization of the entire week was phenomenal. The 
variety of presenters was excellent. All the informal 
interaction and sharing by the participants was very helpful 
and energizing..." R.M.S. Cleveland Central H.S., Cleveland, 
OHIO 
 
"...I really can not say how grateful I am for this week. 
Starting next year, having never done this before, was a bit 
scary. I feel now that I can have a quality and meaningful 
program next school year...." T.C. North Richlands Hills, TX 
 
"...This was the most positive experience I have ever had! The 
information presented was more than I expected. Very 
informative with ideas that I can return to class and use 
easily....." M.C. Holy Trinity, Grapevine, TX 
 
"...I think that every step of the workshop was rewarding, 
your planning and strategies were great...." V.V. Akin 
Elementary School, Wylie, TX 
 
".. I never expected to leave with so many activities. Thank 
you! I also never expected to form such a bond with the other 
participants. I am glad to see I am not the only new kid on the 
block!!!!...." R.S. MICDS Lower School, St. Louis, MO 
 
"....The seminar was much more than I expected. We are 
leaving with everything: research, data, an abundance of 
activities, crafts, software information, and contacts with 
teachers which will continue for many years...."   J.S.S. Holy 
Innocents' Episcopal School, Atlanta, GA 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


