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(1) Planning for Learning: Making Every Minute Count

Current research is providing teachers with an increasing knowledge base that
can be used to design units and lessons that will maximize learning in the
classroom. Participants will consider how the average student's attention span
impacts what we do in the classroom. Instructional strategies that increase
student engagement will be highlighted as teachers participate in activities that
require little additional preparation time. Classroom management strategies for
student accountability will also be addressed.

(2) Singing and Role-Playing: Magical Motivators for
Language Learning

Singing, inherently interactive and motivational, inspires innumerable activities
involving listening, speaking, reading and writing; singing strategies are THE most
effective means of learning and retaining language. And dramatizing language is
much more effective than drilling. This rollicking, interactive session combines
techniques from both arts, introducing generic units that involve chanting,
drawing, improvisation, role-play, choreography, and “brain” games! Working
individually, in pairs and in groups, activities are adaptable to most age/ability
levels. Extensive handouts (skits/songs/activities) in Spanish/French.

(3) Developing the Multilingual Classroom

The present is already multilingual. How do we reflect this global need in our
current college curricula? What does a multilingual course combining French,
German, and Spanish look like? What techniques work for a successful course
delivery? How do we assess student progress in such a course? The University
of Indianapolis recently implemented a new track-oriented program (business-,
literature-, translation-) in Applied Languages & Literatures. Multilingual
conversation- and translation courses are a crucial part of our curriculum and
have been successfully taught for the past three years. This workshop addresses
foreign language departments who might be interested in experiencing the
benefits of this team-taught approach.

(4) Implementing Centered-Based Learning Strategies

Are you promoting "word fluency," "grammar fluency," or "language fluency" in
your classroom? Do you want to know the difference and the implications on
your student's learning? Participants will learn the methodological practice of
center-based learning environments as used in the primary-level, primary-
language classroom and how to incorporate these scientifically-based practices of
language acquisition to increase student vocabulary retention, language
production and comprehension, and how students can "teach themselves" the
target language.

(5) Myth and Mosaics

No language exists in a vacuum. Language involves people. People share
culture. The Ancient Romans were no exception. This workshop will integrate the
use and creation of mosaics to extend the teaching of language via myth. The
workshop will further assist in grant-writing techniques to fund an interdisciplinary
mosaic project for your class. This will include a workshop on how to create
mosaics and grant-writing techniques to obtain funds to accomplish the project in
your classroom.
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