
Friday: Session A                                                            2:00-2:50 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Symposium 
Methods / Techniques 
 
Presented in English; 
Examples in Spanish  
 
K-12 

 
(1)  Improvisational Planning 
 
What can this oxymoron do for you?  Theatrical improvisation is the basis for 
engaging, spontaneous, and often comical interaction.  Participants will learn 
basic improvisation methodology and practice, as it pertains to a language 
classroom, and will engage in sample thematic interactions to illustrate how the 
art of improvisation can increase vocabulary and grammar production and 
retention. 
 

Presenter(s): 
Shawn Whistler, Christel House 
Academy 
 
Presider: 
Angie J. Ridway, University of 
Indianapolis 

 

Heathrow AB 

Methods/Technique 
 
Presented in English; 
Examples in Spanish 
 
K-5 

 
(2)  No Time to Lose:  Making the Most of your K-6     

World Language Program 
 
Elementary World Language Teachers, do you see your students for an hour or 
less each week?  Are you often left feeling there is no time to lose? This session 
will provide tips for making the most of limited contact time with students.  
Participants will be provided with samples of 30 minute lessons along with a 
handout that includes songs, games, projects, teaching resources, and ideas for 
parental involvement. 
 

Presenter(s): 
Julie Canady, SENSE Charter 
School 
 
Presider: 
Barbara de Gortari, University 
of Indianapolis 

 

O’Hare AB 
Culture 
 
Presented in English; 
Examples in German 
 
6-12 

 
(3)  How Language Works:  Introducing Historical 

Linguistics to Students of German 
 
Students know that German and English are related: "Buch" and "book" are 
unmistakable cognates; and "drink, drank, drunk" are obviously connected to 
"trinken, trank, getrunken."  But lexical cognates are just the beginning.  Refresh 
your own knowledge of historical linguistics and leave with simple examples to 
help students understand why and how the languages are related, why we 
speak with an accent in German, and why (for example) German often has "pf" 
when English has "p" (Pfund/pound; Pfeffer/pepper). 
 

Presenter(s): 
Sarah Glenn DeMaris, 
Valparaiso University 
 
Presider: 
Geslind E. Pentecost, Indiana 
Academy for Science, 
Mathematics, and Humanities 

 

Lindbergh A 
Special Learning 
Situations 
 
Presented in English 
& Chinese; Examples 
in English & Chinese 
 
K-5 

 
(4)  Chinese Distance Learning – A Case Study 
 
Teaching and learning Chinese in real classrooms is not an easy task. Chinese 
distance instruction is even more challenging. Based on a case study, the 
current presentation covers topics like feasibility, program management, lesson 
planning, classroom management, material designing, technology support etc. to 
prove that language distance learning is not only feasible but also efficient 
especially to rural schools that are in need of language education resources. 
 

Presenter(s): 
Yonghong Cheng and Mindy 
Zhang, Indiana Academy/Ball 
State University 
 
Presider: 
Mindy Zhang, Indiana 
Academy/Ball State University  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Friday: Session A (continued)                                       2:00-2:50 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lindbergh B 
Culture 
 
Presented in English; 
Examples in 
Japanese & English 
 
9-12; Post-Secondary 

 
(5)  Memories of Silk and Straw:  A Self-Portrait of Small-

Town Japan 
 
In Memories of Silk and Straw: A Self-Portrait of Small-Town Japan, participants 
will explore life in the Meiji, Taisho, and early Showa periods. Participants will 
examine the work(s) of Dr. Saga Junichi. Colleagues will read one very short 
story and discuss how the story might be used. Then, examples will be provided 
with a rubric to illustrate one possible use. Benefits include a ready-to-use 
lesson and the chance to expand participant's understanding of Japan’s past. 
 

Presenter(s): 
Chris D. Meguschar, Lawrence 
Central High School 
 
Presider: 
Cathy Sparks, Valparaiso High 
School 

 

Logan A 
Special Learning 
Situations 
 
Presented in English; 
Examples in 
Esperanto 
 
K-12 

 
(6)  Esperanto:  Best Sales Tool for Language Teachers 
 
Three places in the curriculum where the planned language Esperanto is an 
ideal solution are: early language learning / exploration, special needs students; 
students intimidated by the thought of learning a second language. A teacher 
who heard Sherry's presentation about this logical, phonetic, grammatically 
simple language called Esperanto "a no-fail language learning experience." 
 

Presenter(s): 
Sherry A. Wells, U S Esperanto 
 
Presider: 
Heidi Polizotto, Crown Point 
High School 

 

Logan B 
Culture 
 
Presented in French & 
English; Examples in 
French & English 
 
6-12; Post-Secondary 

 
(7)  La Belle Province 
 
Vive le Québec!  This session will be a follow up to last year’s session.  It will 
provide materials, technology ideas, and various other classroom activities that 
fellow colleagues will be able to use.  The main focus will be on culture and 
history activities one can use to compare and contrast the U.S. with Quebec, 
traditional recipes one can use within the classroom, and events, facts and 
lessons with the evolution of French in Québec. 
 

Presenter(s): 
Ricky Baron, River Forest High 
School 
 
Presider: 
Barb Seeley, Retired 

 

LaGuardia B 
Methods / Techniques 
 
Presented in English; 
Examples in Spanish  
 
K-12 

 
(8)  Teaching Real Culture 
 
Do you actually think Cinco de Mayo is a big deal in Mexico or other countries?  
This session uses input from the presenter and attendees to provide lots of 
examples of relevant, day-to-day cultural topics for language classrooms.  It 
should become obvious that fluency in the language is an important qualification 
for getting close to the cultures. 
 

Presenter(s): 
Max T. Russell, 
www.maxandmaxspanish.com 
 
Presider: 
Jane VanHatten, T.A. Edison 
Jr./Sr. High School 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Friday: Session B                                                            3:05-3:55 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Symposium 
Methods/Technique 
 
Presented in English; 
Examples in English 
 
K-12; Post-Secondary 

 
(1)  Collective Ownership:  The Potential of Digital 

Cameras for the FL Lesson 
 
This session shows the potential of digital cameras for the foreign language 
lesson. Drawing on an example from an intermediate course, it will be shown 
how pictures taken during the lesson can become teaching materials in 
themselves. Learners experience ownership and empowerment through being 
able to make their own impact on the proceedings. Students’ tableaux also give 
rise to the interlocking of literary texts and grammar. The examples shown are 
applicable to all levels. 
 

Presenter(s): 
Susanne Even, Indiana 
University 
 
Presider: 
Troy Byler, Indiana University 

 

Heathrow AB 

Methods/Technique 
 
Presented in English; 
Examples in Spanish, 
French, German & 
English 
 
K-12; Post-Secondary 

 
(2)  Face-to-Face Communication (More Talk, Less Tech!) 
 
As our world becomes increasing more high tech, as foreign language teachers, 
we must offer our students new and exciting, interactive ways to explore basic 
conversational skills and the joy of traditional face-to-face communication.  This 
fast-moving, all-level workshop is 100% interactive as participants explore 
innovative talking strategies divided into units titled: Icebreakers & Pure Talk, 
Getting Vocal for Vocabulary, Gabbing for Grammar, Calendar Capers, Junk as 
a Gimmick, Literature-Inspired Talking and Blending Speech with the Arts.  
Extensive handouts include most activities and templates. 
 

Presenter(s): 
Patti Lozano, Dolo Publications, 
Inc. 
 
Presider: 
Alan Garfinkel, Purdue 
University 

 

O’Hare AB 
Methods/Technique 
 
Presented in English; 
Examples in German 
 
9-12 

 
(3)  Storytelling and Reading:  A Tasty Recipe for Early 

Independent Reading 
 
How do we foster early independent reading in the foreign language classroom?  
Storytelling which involves the students actively builds confidence and entices 
the students to venture into readings on their own.  The presenters will 
demonstrate the new Langenscheidt reading program which integrates geni@l 
with the easy readers. 
 

Presenter(s): 
Dagmar Schalliol and Ursula 
Wallentin, Langenscheidt 
 
Presider: 
Claudia Grossmann, IUPUI 

 

Lindbergh A 
Methods/Technique 
 
Presented in English; 
Examples in Chinese 
 
9-12; Post-Secondary 

 
(4)  How to Prepare Our Students for the AP Chinese 

Exam 
 
This session will highlight some important aspects of the AP Chinese exam.  The 
presenter will provide some suggestions on how to prepare our students for the 
free response items on the AP Chinese exam. Handouts of some sample 
questions will be distributed. 
 

Presenter(s): 
Mindy Zhang, Indiana Academy 
for Science, Mathematics, and 
Humanities 

 
Presider: 
Reena Evans, Meridian High 
School  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Friday: Session B (continued)                                       3:05-3:55 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lindbergh B 
Methods/Technique 
 
Presented in English 
& Japanese; 
Examples in 
Japanese 
 
9-12 

 
(5)  Let’s Speak in Japanese!  �¥�•1��[0ð�K�r�K�{ �Z >�  
 
Do your students (and sometimes you) speak more English than you would like 
to during class?   
#Õ�•�@�¥�•1��[0ð�O�•�|�:�_,
���^�&�K�C�Z�
8�$Ñ�8�q�·�\�”�–�¹�•�”�@�6�~
�r�M��   
Learn fun ways to help your students use more Japanese in class.  Ideas, 
activities, lesson plans, and handouts will be provided. 
 

Presenter(s): 
Cathy Sparks, Valparaiso High 
School 
 
Presider: 
Hiroko Chiba, DePauw 
University 

 

Logan A 

Culture 
 
Presented in Spanish; 
Examples in Spanish 
 
Post-Secondary 

 
(6)  Usos de Proverbios en las Clases de Español de 

Negocios 
 
Esta ponencia demuestra como se pueden integrar los dichos/proverbios dentro 
de las clases de negocios para reforzar el vocabulario; gramática, fonética y la 
comprensión cultural. Además se presentarán actividades prácticas para las 
clases que incluyan lengua y cultura. 
 

Presenter(s): 
Maria V. Luque, DePauw 
University 
 
Presider: 
Maria V. Luque, DePauw 
University 

 

Logan B 
Other 
 
Presented in English; 
Examples in Any 
 
K-8 

 
(7)  DOE and D.O.A.:  How FLES Dies 
 
The DOE does a good job on most of the language standards, and a well-
designed classroom in a spacious schedule already aligns with most of them.  
The school day rarely aligns. 
 

Presenter(s): 
Max T. Russell, 
www.maxandmaxspanish.com 
 
Presider: 
Heidi Polizotto, Crown Point 
High School 

 

LaGuardia B 
Methods/Technique 
 
Presented in English; 
Examples in English 
& French 
 
6-12 

 
(8)  More Than Just Board Races! 
 
Do your students always ask to play games? This session will present some 
good ones that are both educational and fun. 
 
 
 

Presenter(s): 
Deborah Blaz, Angola High 
School 
 
Presider: 
Sherry A. Wells, US Esperanto 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Friday: Session C                                                            4:10-5:00 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amphitheater 
Instructional 
Technology 
 
Presented in English; 
Examples in English & 
Spanish 
 
K-12; Post-Secondary 

 
(1)  Web 2.0 in the 21st Century:  Matching Pedagogies 

and Technologies 
 
This workshop will enable participants to experience some of the emerging 
technologies associated with Web 2.0. Discussion will focus on matching 
pedagogies and technologies in ways that enhance language learning and 
cultural development. 
 

Presenter(s): 
Christopher Luke; Christy 
Hough; and Kyla Denzio, Ball 
State University 
 
Presider: 
Deborah Blaz, Angola High 
School 

 

Symposium 
Methods/Technique 
 
Presented in English; 
Examples in English 
 
Post-Secondary 

 
(2)  More Best Practices in the Language Methods 

Classroom:  Roundtable #2 
 
Last year the first-ever roundtable for language methods instructors was offered 
at IFLTA and met with great enthusiasm.  Methods instructors are encouraged to 
come prepared to give a 5-minute explanation and to share copies of a “best 
practice” that is helping to prepare future language teachers; an overhead 
projector will be provided.  Please bring your syllabus as a reference.  Don’t miss 
this opportunity to network, and time permitting, to discuss our role in NCATE 
evaluations. 
 

Presenter(s): 
Lisa Calvin, Indiana State 
University; and Martha Nyikos, 
Indiana University-Bloomington 
 
Presider: 
Randa J. Duvick, Valparaiso 
University 

 

Heathrow AB 
Methods/Technique 
 
Presented in English; 
Examples in Spanish 
 
9-12; Post-Secondary 

 
(3)  The Poetics of Reading Comprehension:  Using 

Poetry in First-Year Spanish 
 
While most L2 research on the reading comprehension of beginning-level 
students tends to focus on concrete, fact-based readings, rather little research 
has been done on the use of literary texts to improve the reading comprehension 
of first-year students.  This session will demonstrate the results of a research 
study and provide techniques for introducing poetry to 2nd-semester Spanish 
students, from selecting appropriate texts to creating useful reading 
development activities. 
 

Presenter(s): 
Herbert J. Brant; IUPUI 
 
Presider: 
Marta Antón, IUPUI 

 

O’Hare AB 
Other 
 
Presented in English; 
Examples in English 
 
K-12; Post-Secondary 

 
(4)  A Shared Endeavor – Advocacy for German in Indiana 
 
Keeping German programs thriving in Indiana is a goal which unites all German 
teachers in the state.  In this session, representatives of AATG and the German 
Task Force for Indiana will report on advocacy efforts from the current year as 
well as new initiatives.  Participants will be asked to share their strategies and 
success stories.  At the conclusion of the session, participants are invited to 
continue the discussion in an informal social hour with refreshments. 
 

Presenter(s): 
Hannelore Weber, University of 
Notre Dame; and Claudia 
Grossmann, IUPUI 
 
Presider: 
Jennifer Bjornstad, Valparaiso 
University 

 

Lindbergh A 
Culture 
 
Presented in English 
& Japanese; 
Examples in English & 
Japanese 
 
9-12; Post-Secondary 

 
(5)  Content-Based Instruction:  Explore Your Spirituality 

in the Classroom 
 
This session will provide foreign language teachers with unique ideas for 
integrating the Oriental art of URANAI (fortune-telling) in the classroom. 
Participants will experience palm-reading, and analyze their personalities by 
their blood-types and psychology tests from Japan. This session will also focus 
on developing learner’s communication skills and enriching their vocabulary and 
grammar. A packet of materials in Japanese and English will be provided. 
 

Presenter(s): 
Noriko Wachowski, Crown Point 
High School 
 
Presider: 
Molly Jeon, Bloomington High 
School North 

 
 
 
 
 



Friday: Session C (continued)                                       4:10-5:00 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lindbergh B 
Instructional 
Technology 
 
Presented in English; 
Examples in 
Japanese 
 
9-12; Post-Secondary 

 
(6)  Learning Japanese Language and Culture Using 

Everyday Technology 
 
The use of technology in language learning and teaching has been highlighted in 
many ways.  In this presentation, I would like to share the projects that the 
students taking Japanese at DePauw did using everyday technology such as 
digital video cameras, I-movie, PowerPoint and Audacity.  I will focus on the 
video projects and PowerPoint presentations on Japanese culture using 
Audacity.  The logistics of each project and products will be discussed as well as 
students’ responses. 
 

 
Presenter(s): 
Hiroko Chiba, DePauw 
University 
 
Presider: 
Cathy Sparks, Valparaiso High 
School 

 

Logan A 
Methods/Technique 
 
Presented in English 
& Spanish; Examples 
in English & Spanish 
 
9-12 

 
(7)  Jokes for Your Students to Tell in Spanish 
 
Learn to tell some jokes in Spanish during this session. These hands-on 
activities will help your students improve their vocabulary, grammar, culture, 
speaking and reading skills via joke telling. Jokes are short and easy to tell. 
Great fun, games and prizes! 
 

Presenter(s): 
Tom Alsop, Tom Alsop’s 
Creative Teaching Materials 
and Workshops; and Alan 
Garfinkel, Purdue University 
 
Presider: 
Barbara de Gortari, University 
of Indianapolis 

 

Logan B 
Culture 
 
Presented in English; 
Examples in Latin 
 
K-12; Post-Secondary 

 
(8)  Latin:  The Dead Language That is Still Alive 
 
There is no doubt that the interest in Latin is still around.  This fact should make 
us curious about the biography of the language.  How did Latin establish itself as 
the language of the Romans?  How did it survive the collapse of the Roman 
empire?  Of what use was it in the following centuries?  Did the language 
undergo any changes?  This presentation will answer these questions and point 
out some of the interesting events in connection with Latin.  Handouts available. 
 

Presenter(s): 
Gislind E. Pentecost, Indiana 
Academy for Science, 
Mathematics, and Humanities 
 
Presider: 
Nancy Loriaux, Medora Jr./Sr. 
High School 

 

La Guardia B 
Other 
 
Presented in English; 
Examples in 
Japanese & English 
 
9-12 

 
(9)  Japanese Olympiad of Indiana:  Its Current Situation 

and Future Direction 
 
Japanese Olympiad of Indiana (JOI) was created to replace Japan Ball several 
years ago. Over 170 students competed in the 2009 JOI to demonstrate their 
linguistic skills and cultural knowledge, and participated in various hands-on 
activities.  The first JOI workshop was held at Earlham College last July.  This 
session will report on the workshop and discuss the future plan of JOI. 
 

Presenter(s): 
Akiko Kakutani, Earlham 
College 
 
Presider: 
Molly R. Jeon, Bloomington 
High School North 

 

Lambert A 
Methods/Technique 
 
Presented in English; 
Examples in English & 
French 
 
9-12 

 
(10)  The Marriage of the Subjunctive in the Classroom 
 
This session will develop techniques for teaching the subjunctive mood tense 
within the classroom.  The focus will be on the acronym "WEDDINGS" which is 
used to determine whether one needs to use the subjunctive or indicative tense.  
Projects and final assessments for the subjunctive will be used throughout the 
presentation.  The session will focus on teaching the subjunctive for lower and 
upper level language classes. 
 

Presenter(s): 
Ricky Baron, River Forest High 
School; and Linda Atwood, 
Crown Point High School 
 
Presider: 
Barb Seeley, Retired 

 


